
QThe Costa Rica-based Inter-
American Court of Human Rights
(IACHR) last month cleared oppo-
sition leader Leopoldo López to

run for Venezuela's presidency next year.
López, along with hundreds of other oppo-
sition figures, was banned from running
three years ago over controversial corrup-
tion charges. President Hugo Chávez has
criticized the court's ruling, calling it part
of an international system that obeys U.S.
'imperial' interests. Venezuelan electoral
officials have said they are waiting for a
decision by the country's Supreme Court
to determine if López is eligible. Is the
Venezuelan government likely to comply
with the IACHR's ruling or will it uphold
the ban? If López is allowed to run, what
chance does he have of winning the oppo-
sition's nomination? How well-positioned
is the opposition to compete against
Chávez in next year's elections?

AMichael Shifter, president of the
Inter-American Dialogue: "There
is a good reason why the govern-
ment of Hugo Chávez decided to

ban Leopoldo López from running for
office. Several years ago, López was quite
competitive with Chávez in some national
opinion polls. Of the various plausible
challengers to Chávez in 2012, López is
probably the one the government is most
worried about. As a candidate, López has a
number of assets. He is determined, an
effective communicator and has shown
impressive organizational skills in poor

communities, mounting a nationwide net-
work of volunteers and making a serious
play for Chávez's constituents. Whether
Chávez decides to comply with or defy the
IACHR's ruling will depend fundamentally
on the government's political calculations.
There are arguments in favor of either
option. The government will want to avoid
giving López a political boost. If López is
allowed to run he will have to compete
against at least two very strong contenders,
now leading the polls: Governors Henrique
Capriles Radonski of Miranda and Pablo
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Haiti's Senate on Tuesday approved
Garry Conille, an aide to former U.S.
President Bill Clinton, as the Caribbean
country's new prime minister. See story
on page 2.

File Photo: Miami Herald.

Conille Wins Approval 
as Haiti's Prime Minister

Diego Arria
Director, 
Columbus Group

Genaro Arriagada
Board Member, Banco
del Estado de Chile

Joyce Chang
Global Head of
Emerging Markets
Research, JPMorgan
Chase & Co.

W. Bowman Cutter
Former Partner, 
E.M. Warburg 
Pincus

Dirk Donath
Managing Director,
Eton Park Capital
Management

Jane Eddy
Managing Director,
Corporate & Govt.
Ratings Group,
Standard & Poor's

Marlene Fernández
Corporate Vice
President for 
Government Relations,
Arcos Dorados

Jason Hafemeister
Vice President,
Allen F. Johnson &
Associates

Peter Hakim
President Emeritus, 
Inter-American
Dialogue

Donna Hrinak
Vice President,
Global Public Policy &
Gov't Affairs, PepsiCo

Jon Huenemann
Vice President,
U.S. & Int'l Affairs,
Philip Morris
International

James R. Jones
Co-chair,
Manatt Jones
Global Strategies LLC

Craig Kelly
Vice President,
The Cohen Group

John Maisto
Director,
U.S. Education Finance
Group

Nicolás Mariscal
Chairman,
Grupo Marhnos

Thomas F. 
McLarty III
President, 
McLarty Associates

Carlos Paz-Soldan
Partner,
DTB Associates, LLP

Beatrice Rangel   
Director,
AMLA Consulting LLC

José Antonio Ríos
Chief Executive Officer,
Vadium Technology Inc.

Andrés Rozental 
President, 
Rozental & Asociados
and Senior Fellow,
Brookings Institution

Everett Santos 
President, 
DALEC LLC

Shelly Shetty
Head, Latin America
Sovereign Ratings,
Fitch Inc.

-Start Content-



Political News

Haitian Senate Approves 
Conille as Prime Minister

Ending a months-long wait, Haiti's Senate
on Tuesday approved Garry Conille, a
physician who served as an aide to former
U.S. President Bill Clinton in his role as
special United Nations envoy to Haiti, as
the Caribbean country's prime minister,
the Associated Press reported. Conille, a
gynecologist, was Haitian President
Michel Martelly's third choice for prime
minister after lawmakers rejected his first
two selections. Haiti's government must
have a prime minister in order for a cabi-
net to be installed and the lack of an offi-

cial in that position has impeded
Martelly's earthquake reconstruction
efforts since he took office in May.
"Congratulations to the senate that they
ratified our choice," Martelly spokesman
Lucien Jura told the AP. "There will be a
government to implement the Martelly
vision that the country needs. The Senate
made a decision that will improve the
lives of the population." The Senate
approved Conille's nomination on a vote
of 17-3 with nine abstentions. Senators'
debate over Conille's nomination lasted
approximately six hours and focused on
Conille's residency. Under the country's
constitution, Haitian government officials
are required to have lived in Haiti for five
consecutive years, but the constitution's
French and Haitian Creole versions do
not define when the period of residency
begins. Conille has spent years outside of
the country because of his job with the
United Nations, where he has worked
since 1999 in locations including Ethiopia
and Niger, as well as Haiti. As prime min-
ister, Conille will help to head the recon-
struction efforts following the country's

catastrophic January 2010 earthquake. He
also will co-chair a recovery panel, the
Interim Haiti Recovery Commission, with
Clinton. Conille also must present a gov-
ernment plan to both chambers of Haiti's
parliament, but can make later revisions
to it.

Puerto Rico Governor Announces
Referendum on Island's Status

Puerto Rico Gov. Luis Fortuño
announced Tuesday that he will propose a
two-part referendum for next year so that
residents of the U.S. territory can decide
their political status once and for all, the
Associated Press reported. "The moment
has come" for Puerto Ricans to determine
their status, Fortuño said in a televised
address. The governor's announcement
came just days after U.S. President Barack
Obama was criticized for saying Puerto
Rico would stay a U.S. territory if there
was no overwhelming majority of Puerto
Ricans in favor of a change. Obama's crit-
ics pointed out that Obama had previous-
ly said he would support any decision by
voters in Puerto Rico. "Let's be clear: nei-
ther Congress nor the president, nor any
other power on earth can stop Puerto
Rico from expressing itself freely and
democratically about its preference
regarding its political status," Fortuño
said in his speech
Tuesday. "Congress
did not act, but we will
act." Fortuño is a
member of the New
Progressive Party,
which supports state-
hood for the U.S. com-
monwealth. He said he
will propose legisla-
tion for a vote on Aug.
12, 2012 in which
Puerto Ricans would
decide whether to change the island's sta-
tus. If residents do want a change, anoth-
er referendum would be called for
November in which they could vote for
either statehood, independence or a sov-
ereign free association, which would be
different from the island's current status.
The legislation for the referendum would
be up for debate in Puerto Rico's Senate
and House of Representatives. Puerto
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Mexican Military Arrests Escaped
Prisoners, Corrupt Police in Raids

Mexico's military said Tuesday that
marines found nine escaped inmates
apparently working for the Zetas
drug cartel at a camp near the Gulf
port city of Veracruz, the Associated
Press reported. Officials said the
fugitives had apparently been
among some 32 inmates sprung
from prison last month specifically
to work for the Zetas. Federal offi-
cials conducted a series of raids last
week that also netted 18 local police
officers who allegedly worked for
the Zetas.

Remains of Former President
Return to Venezuela

The body of former Venezuelan
President Carlos Andrés Pérez was
returned Tuesday to Venezuela,
more than eight months after the
former leader died in Miami, the
Associated Press reported. The
remains of Pérez, who died at the
age of 88, had been in storage at a
mortuary and then a mausoleum in
Florida amid a legal battle between
the families of his estranged wife in
Venezuela and his mistress in
Florida over where he should be
buried. In August, the two sides
reached a confidential settlement to
send his body to Venezuela.

Chile Stands by $67 Billion 
Copper Investment Estimate

Chile expects mining companies to
maintain their investment plans
even after prices recently fell by 32
percent, the most in three years,
Bloomberg News reported Tuesday.
Spending on new or existing mines
will reach $67 billion over the next
eight years, Mining Minister Hernán
de Solminihac said in an interview
with Bloomberg. Codelco, the state-
owned copper company, will
account for $20 billion of the total.

“ There will be a government to

implement the Martelly vision

that the country needs.”
— Lucien Jura

Fortuño

File Photo: U.S.
Government.



Rico has remained a U.S. territory after
referendums in 1967, 1993 and 1998 pro-
duced no clear majority on changing the
island's status. Members of the common-
wealth's Popular Democratic Party, which
is in favor of maintaining the current sta-
tus, criticized Fortuño's proposal. Sen.
Eduardo Bhatia said the referendum
would prove divisive on the island, which
is struggling with high unemployment
and a near-record murder rate. "This is
not what Puerto Rico needs at the
moment," Bhatia told the AP in an inter-
view. Puerto Ricans have U.S. citizenship,
but the island's status as a commonwealth
prohibits them from voting for president.
Also, their congressional representative
does not have a vote in Congress.  

Economic News

Peru Seeks to Diversify Power Grid
With Renewable Energy Projects 

Peru's Ministry of Energy and Mines
announced Tuesday that the country has
signed nine agreements with investors for
renewable energy projects in hopes of
diversifying the country's power grid,
state news agency Andina reported. The
head of Peru's Directorate General of
Electricity, Roberto Tamayo, said the nine
agreements will "guarantee" the execution

of small wind and
solar energy projects
as well as hydro-elec-
tric power projects in
different regions of
the country, according
to the report. "We
believe that these new
technologies will help
cover some eventuali-
ties and may make up
for a shortage of ener-

gy supply," said Tamayo. Most of the proj-
ects will be constructed in the northern
and southern areas of Peru. The compa-
nies signing the agreements include
Parque Eólico Tres Hermanas,
Moquegua FV, Empresa de Generación
Eléctrica Canchayllo, Peruana de
Inversiones en Energías Renovables,
Empresa de Generación Eléctrica Santa
Ana and Andes Generating Corporation.

Company News

Anadarko Petroleum Planning 
to Sell Brazil Oil Blocks

U.S.-based Anadarko Petroleum Corp. is
planning to sell all its oil blocks in Brazil,
Bloomberg News reported, citing a direc-
tor at Brazil's crude regulator. "Anadarko
is taking the option to negotiate an exit
from Brazil, it's a business option,"
Magda Chambriard, a director at the
agency, ANP, told reporters Tuesday in

Rio de Janeiro. "Anadarko did very good
work in Brazil, making discoveries in
exploration areas." The company, based
in The Woodlands, Tex., has approxi-
mately 1 million gross acres off the South
American country's coastline and has
made four discoveries. Its Wahoo and
Itaipú discoveries have a combined
potential of at least half a billion barrels
of oil equivalent, according to the oil and
natural gas company. Anadarko previous-
ly sold a stake in the Peregrino field off
Brazil's coast to a company that is now
part of Statoil for about $1.4 billion.
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Pérez of Zulia. None of the candidates
has any illusions about there being a level
playing field in this election. Chávez has

concentrated power to the extent that he
controls all key institutions. His illness is
a wild card, and opposition forces,
though still lacking in clear program-
matic alternatives, are more united than
they have been in many years. To be sure,
the question of whether Chávez would
actually accept the results if he loses
remains a valid one. But the opposition
is pursuing the only viable and demo-
cratic path."

ADaniel Hellinger, professor of
political science at Webster
University in St. Louis: "The
legal argument seems clear; the

political interests less so. Venezuela's
attorney general argues the IACHR is
disrespecting Venezuelan sovereignty,
but the Bolivarian Constitution states
that international treaties have equal

standing with the constitution itself.
Article 23 of the Inter-American
Convention on Human Rights explicitly
prohibits depriving a citizen's right to
seek office without due process.
Venezuela contends that the comptroller
general's administrative authority to ban
candidates accused of corruption satis-
fies the country's obligations to Article
23 and notes that López enjoys all other
political rights. President Chávez's dis-
dain for the IACHR stems from its
refusal to take up rights violations com-
mitted under the previous regime and
because it initially endorsed the April
2002 coup against Chávez. But Venezuela
has not withdrawn from its treaty obliga-
tions. López, running second among
opposition candidates, is no political
choirboy. López signed the notorious
'Carmona Decree' supporting the coup.

The corruption case against him involves
a $160,000 check signed in 1998 by his
mother, then employed by the state oil
company, donating company funds to
his political party. In WikiLeaks docu-
ments, some U.S. embassy analysts
describe López as 'arrogant, vengeful and
thirsty for power.' His candidacy could
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“ Of the various plausible 

challengers to Chávez in 2012,

López is probably the one 

the government is most 

worried about.”
— Michael Shifter

“ López, running second 

among opposition candidates, 

is no political choirboy.”
— Daniel Hellinger

Tamayo
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favor Chávez by dividing the opposition.
A Supreme Court ruling for López could
extend to hundreds of other barred can-
didates. News reports claim that most are
opposition figures, but the independent
newspaper Ultimas Noticias reports that a
majority of those banned in the same
2008 ruling were not members of an
opposition party."

ADiego Arria, a member of the
Advisor board and director of
the Columbus Group in New
York: "According to the

Venezuelan Constitution, the interna-
tional treaties subscribed by the state are
considered to be above national laws.
Such is the case of the 1969 American
Convention of Human Rights, which
established the IACHR. In the López case,
the government has already expressed its
opinion against the court's ruling which,
due to its political control over
Venezuela's Supreme Tribunal, will most
likely follow the regime's instructions
challenging the IACHR decision and the
convention itself. Such a violation should
prompt the OAS secretary general to ask
the permanent council to pronounce

itself on this fundamental matter. It is too
early to anticipate the outcome of the
February 2012 primaries. But what is
clear is that the opposition is increasingly
united and has a clear shot to win. The
main obstacle will be the regime's capac-
ity to make it very unsafe for a transition.
Winning the elections is not enough for a
regime whose top military brass has pub-
licly declared that the armed forces 'are
socialist and committed to Chávez' and
will not allow an opposition victory.
Neither will the 60,000 Cuban mercenar-
ies, nor the 125,000 militia members, the
FARC and many international drug
mafias that have found in Venezuela a
convenient and safe haven to operate. We
also cannot put aside the importance of
Venezuela as the most important drug
corridor of the region whose operatives
will not easily give up their privileged sit-
uation in Chávez's Venezuela. A change in
government will close them for business
which today operates without interfer-
ence."

The Advisor welcomes reactions to the
Q&A above. Readers can write editor
Gene Kuleta at gkuleta@thedialogue.org
with comments.
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