
QAs of 2008, more than 2 million
people were living with
HIV/AIDS in Latin America, more
than in the United States,

Canada, Japan and the United Kingdom
combined, according to the World Health
Organization and U.N. AIDS. How much
progress are public health officials mak-
ing in the fight against HIV/AIDS in the
region? How can access to drugs to treat
HIV/AIDS be made available to those who
need them while also promoting innova-
tion in the pharmaceutical industry? 

AJeff Sturchio, CEO of the Global
Health Council in Washington:
"This has been described justly as
'the hidden crisis' in Latin

America because of lower levels of public
awareness and less urgent action than in
some other parts of the world with higher
HIV infection rates. Some countries in the
region—notably Brazil—have made
important strides by promoting condom
use and offering antiretroviral therapy
through the public health system for near-
ly 15 years now. But these measures will
have limited impact without more coun-
tries taking an evidence-based approach to
what's driving the epidemic. Throughout
Latin America, for instance, men who have
sex with men account for the largest share
of new HIV infections. Yet they may be
least likely to take advantage of prevention
and treatment programs. As the past
decade has demonstrated, improving
access to antiretroviral therapy is a compli-

cated equation requiring a variety of
approaches. Should we work with industry
to ensure that prices as low as possible?
Strengthen health systems to ensure that
new technologies are used most effectively
and that a comprehensive package of pre-
vention, treatment, care and support is
available to all who need it? Engage com-
munities so that they're ready to use vac-
cines and medicines to the full extent? Yes,
all of the above. Brazil's use of compulsory
licenses and local production to gain access
to lower-priced generic antiretrovirals has
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Brazilian President-elect Dilma Rousseff
has named Antonio Patriota (L) as her
foreign minister and is retaining Defense
Minister Nelson Jobim (R) in his post.
See story on page 2.
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Political News

Brazil's Rousseff Names Patriota,
Jobim to Top Cabinet Positions

Brazilian President-elect Dilma Rousseff
has named Deputy Foreign Minister
Antonio Patriota as her foreign minister,
Rousseff 's transition team announced
Wednesday. Patriota will succeed Celso
Amorim, who has served as foreign minis-
ter for eight years under President Luiz
Inácio Lula da Silva. Patriota, 56, became
Brazil's deputy foreign minister 14
months ago after spending two years as
Brasília's ambassador to the United States.
In addition, Rousseff has asked current
Defense Minister Nelson Jobim to remain
in his post after Rousseff takes office Jan.
1. Jobim has served as the Brazilian
Supreme Court's chief justice and became
defense minister in 2007. Rousseff 's deci-
sion to maintain Jobim at the helm of the
defense department means the govern-
ment will quickly make a decision on pur-

chasing 36 military planes from either
U.S.-based Boeing, France's Rafale or
Sweden's Gripen. With the appointments
Wednesday, Rousseff has named 21 of the
38 cabinet-level positions in her adminis-
tration, reported EFE. Other government

ministers announced Wednesday include
former Belo Horizonte Mayor Fernando
Pimentel as minister of development,
industry and foreign trade, Sen. Aloizio
Mercadante as minister of science and
technology and Giles Azevedo as chief of
staff. Rousseff previously announced that
she is keeping Finance Minister Guido
Mantega in his post and selected
Alexandre Tombini as central bank presi-
dent. Brazil's Senate in a 37-7 vote
Wednesday confirmed Tombini in that
position.
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Flood Damage Surpasses $5 Bn 
in Colombia's Atlántico Province

Severe flooding over the past two
weeks in Colombia has caused some
10 trillion pesos ($5.26 billion) in
damage in just one Colombian
province, wiping out homes, crops
and infrastructure, EFE reported.
The severe floods began Nov. 30 in
Atlántico province when the Canal
del Dique, which connects the
Magdalena River and Cartagena Bay
burst, causing a 1.5 million acre lake
to form over farmland. Nationwide,
the heavy rains have left at least 262
people dead and affected some 2
million people.

Commission Approves $430 Mn 
in New Projects for Haiti 

The Interim Haiti Recovery
Commission on Wednesday
approved $430 million in new proj-
ects, including relocating 400,000 of
the 1.3 million people living in
unsanitary camps, removing 40 per-
cent of the rubble from the coun-
try's catastrophic January earth-
quake and building or rebuilding 40
hospitals and 75 clinics, EFE report-
ed. The commission will also try to
increase access to potable water and
latrines. The meeting was held in
the Dominican Republic due to
instability in Haiti following the
country's election results announce-
ment.

Argentine Economy Minister to
Run for Mayor of Buenos Aires 

The economy minister of Argentina,
Amado Boudou, will run for mayor
of Buenos Aires, Bloomberg News
reported, citing the newspaper
Infobae. Boudou will announce his
candidacy on Dec. 21, said taxi driv-
ers union head Omar Viviani, who
met earlier this week with the econ-
omy minister.

Brazil's Senate confirmed 

Tombini on a vote of 37-7.

helped to expand access. But it's unlikely
that this solution will work for every
country in the region. All too often, con-
tentious issues around drug prices,
patents and related policy can obscure
the importance of finding common
ground to encourage the research and
development that will assure the next
generation of therapies is ready when
resistance to current medicines
inevitably develops. The most successful
and sustainable approaches to meeting
the challenge of HIV/AIDS in the region
will balance access and innovation to
maximize improved health for all."

AAmy Nunn, assistant professor
of medicine (research) in the
Division of Infectious
Diseases at Brown Medical

School: "Tremendous progress has been
made fighting HIV/AIDS in Latin
America. In fact, several countries in the
region, including but not limited to

Brazil, Mexico and Argentina, have
exemplary HIV/AIDS prevention, care
and treatment programs and the epi-
demic has largely stabilized in Latin
America and elsewhere. Tremendous
progress has been made in promoting
more equitable access to drugs for AIDS
treatment during the last decade. This
has been done through several innova-
tive mechanisms: First, pharmaceutical
companies have introduced tiered pric-
ing structures for low, middle and high
income countries. Secondly, expansion
of the generic drug market has enhanced
access to high-quality generic medicines
at affordable prices in many developing
countries. Third, many countries are
negotiating deep discounts for patented
medicines from innovator companies.
There is also a new movement to pro-
mote a 'patent pool' in which innovator
companies share their intellectual prop-
erty (in this case drug patents) to coun-
tries with more limited access to medi-
cines. All of these policies have helped
enhance access to antiretroviral medi-
cines in Latin America and elsewhere."
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Joint U.S.-Mexico Committee 
Meets on Border Violence

A joint committee comprised of U.S. and
Mexican officials held their first meeting
Wednesday to discuss management of
and violence along the countries' shared
border, the Associated Press reported.
Presidents Barack Obama and Felipe
Calderón created the committee in May.
Mexico has voiced concerns about the
recent deaths of migrants in incidents
involving U.S. Border Patrol agents and
both countries said there is a need to
"minimize the need for the United States
and Mexican federal law enforcement
officers to resort to lethal force." In addi-
tion, officials from the two countries
agreed Wednesday to patrol "on either
side of the border ... to prevent and ade-
quately respond to crime and violence,
including incidents of rock-throwing,
incursions, port runners, (and) assaults
on law enforcement personnel."

Company News

Pemex's Debt May Rise to 
$56 Billion Next Year: CFO

The debt of Mexico's Pemex may increase
to as much as $56 billion next year, a
record amount, as the state-run oil com-
pany increases spending in an effort to
counter declines in crude output, the

company's chief financial officer told
Bloomberg News Wednesday in an inter-
view. "This debt level is very manageable,"
said Carlos Trevino, adding that Pemex
plans to raise as much as $10 billion in
2011 through bank loans or bond sales.
The company's spending will increase to
320 billion pesos ($26 billion) from 250
billion this year, he said.
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“ This debt level is 

very manageable.”
— Carlos Trevino

In Focus
Venezuelan Opposition at its Strongest in Years: López

By Rachel Sadon

WASHINGTON—Venezuela's opposition is in a better position now than at any time
in the past decade as it looks ahead to challenging President Hugo Chávez in the coun-
try's 2012 election, opposition leader Leopoldo López told an audience Wednesday at
the Inter-American Dialogue.

"There is a clear vocation for change among Venezuelans," said López, pointing to last
September's legislative elections as a mandate for new leadership.
He noted that while the opposition won slightly more than 40 per-
cent of the seats in the National Assembly, they garnered 52 percent
of the popular vote.

Still, some see Chávez's grip on power as unbreakable, or very near-
ly so. López argues that this is a product of a "psychological cam-
paign" by the government to demoralize opponents and "play the
fear factor" that the administration will not relinquish power, citing
a general's recent statement that the army would not accept an
opposition government, should Chávez be defeated in 2012.

In fact, López's remarks come amid several recently announced
moves to further consolidate power in Venezuela. Vice President Elías Jaua presented a
bill on Dec. 9 that would extend existing broadcasting rules, which currently apply to
radio and television, to the Internet.

On Tuesday, Chávez asked the National Assembly to grant him special powers to enact
laws by decree for one year, arguing the move is needed to quickly help the nation
recover from severe flooding and mudslides, as well as speed up infrastructure con-
struction and raise the value-added tax.

Chávez's opponents, including López, maintain that the move is a ploy to subvert the
influence of the new National Assembly.

"The government does not need a special powers law to address the emergency over
the floods, does not need a special powers law to invest in housing, does not need a
special powers law to overcome poverty… but it needs the special powers law in order
to take away the focus on the National Assembly and the debate about proposals, laws,
and ideas," said López.

Nonetheless, López, a former mayor of Chacao, argues that Chávez could be voted out
of office. "We need to present a clear alternative for the future," said López. "It needs
to be a commitment to a new Venezuela, rather than a rejection of what is happening
now."

López was barred from running for office in 2008 over alleged corruption charges,
accusations that he is currently challenging in the Inter-American Court of Human
Rights, which will hear arguments in February.

In the meantime, López founded the Voluntad Popular, an organization that aims to
energize the electorate and build the country's future leadership.

In an interview with the Advisor, López said the Voluntad Popular aims to be an "open,
grassroots, transparent movement" which seeks to initiate an inclusive process of
change that incorporates all Venezuelans, including former and current supporters of
the government.

López

Photo: Voluntad
Popular.
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ANúria Homedes, associate pro-
fessor of management, policy
and community health sci-
ences at the University of

Texas-Houston School of Public Health:
"Only 54 percent of those in need are
able to access antiretroviral (ARV) treat-
ment, and coverage varies widely among
countries. While in Argentina, Brazil,
Chile, Cuba, Mexico and Uruguay there
is more than 80 percent coverage, some
Caribbean and Central American coun-
tries are providing treatment to less than
half of the population in need. About 76
percent of the pediatric population in
need is receiving treatment. Countries
such as Bolivia, the Dominican Republic,
El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti,
Honduras and Paraguay have significant-
ly expanded access to HIV testing and
counseling. Stigma, homophobia, dis-
crimination (based on gender, sexual ori-
entation, addiction and socioeconomic
status), weaknesses in the health care sys-
tems, financial constraints and, in some
cases, obsolete legal systems hinder the
ability of Latin America to provide com-
prehensive HIV/AIDS prevention and
treatment services. As the case of Brazil
exemplifies, comprehensive prevention
and treatment programs—including the
use of compulsory licenses for patented
medicines—can be successfully imple-
mented in the region. The current patent
system precludes access to life-saving
ARVs for many. In the long run, estab-
lishing a system that de-links the rewards
for innovation from the prize of new
pharmaceuticals could greatly expand
access to ARVs in low and middle
income countries. In the meantime,
countries may want to follow the
Brazilian example and promote the pub-
lic production of ARVs and the use of
compulsory licenses. Efforts to broaden
access to ARVs have to be accompanied
by strategies to promote their appropri-
ate use, limit the development of ARV
resistance, and detect and treat other
opportunistic infections."

AElaine Scheye, president of the
Scheye Group Ltd. Global
Health Care Advisory Services
in Chicago: "Keeping HIV at

bay or, better yet, preventing its spread
requires a complex, highly coordinated
effort between leaders of countries, pub-
lic health officials, doctors and nurses in
the front-lines of patient care, together
with effective public and private patient
education programs. Living with AIDS
and the quality of life and ability to be a
productive member of society is critical
since HIV is not merely a medical disease,
but a societal one as well. Containment of
the spread of HIV is not just a matter of
throwing money and medicine at the
problem. Healthcare is not medical treat-
ment alone but is intertwined with socie-
tal, cultural and legal issues, such as
patient privacy laws, all of which have
bearing upon a country's ability to con-
tain the spread of HIV. So the road to
treatment and containment of the spread
of HIV remains complex and lengthy.
Access to medicine to treat HIV largely
depends upon how countries finance
healthcare and their policies regarding
distribution of drugs to those in need.
Donation of drugs by pharmaceutical
companies should be considered the cost
of doing business as they must assume
their fair share in donating drugs to the
countries where HIV remains largely
untreated and continues to spread
unabated. Importantly, with good plan-
ning and foresight regarding their
research and development, pharmaceuti-
cal companies can donate drugs without
sacrificing their R&D budgets for drug
innovation. Everyone must contribute
their fair share if we are to contain the
spread of HIV or best yet, find a cure to
eradicate the disease entirely."

The Advisor welcomes reactions to the
Q&A above. Readers can write editor
Gene Kuleta at gkuleta@thedialogue.org
with comments.
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