
QInterpol last week certified as
authentic computer files discov-
ered in a March 1 raid on a FARC
rebel camp that contain evidence

of Venezuelan government support for the
guerrilla group. How should the
Hemisphere respond to the Interpol
report? How do you think it will actually
respond?

ABoard Comment: John Maisto:
"The Interpol report provides the
countries in question, the Rio
Group, and the OAS another

opportunity to prevent the FARC from
using neighboring territory to attack and
undermine Colombia. Because the lap-
tops/disks were not altered and Interpol is
a respected multinational entity, it is rea-
sonable to conclude that the information
in them is authentic. Accordingly, the gov-
ernments of Venezuela and Ecuador
should assume responsibility for ensuring
that contact with the FARC for any reason
other than ensuring their own territorial
integrity, using their influence to free
hostages, or stopping  narcotics trafficking,
does not undermine Colombia. They
should be transparent with Colombia and
other neighbors about any such contact.
The Rio Group countries can weigh in with
quiet diplomacy. The OAS can play several
roles to prevent recurrence. These include
brokering the full resumption of diplomat-
ic relations between Ecuador and
Colombia, establishing a monitoring pres-
ence in border areas to thwart FARC pene-

tration, and regular contact with the three
countries to head off conflicts. Finally, OAS
member countries should provide the sec-
retary general their full authority for such
measures. A hands-on, creative OAS role
would respond with concrete actions—and
not lowest common denominator resolu-
tions that lack substance—to the constant
question of OAS relevance."

AGuest Comment: Diego García-
Sayán: "Evidently, the polemic
and the discussion will continue,
especially regarding Chavez's
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McCain Vows New US Policy
Toward Latin America 
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US Republican presidential candidate
John McCain on Tuesday promised if
elected to craft a new policy toward
Latin America and the Caribbean. See
story on page 2.

Photo: johnmccain.com



Political News

McCain Vows New Latin America
Policy; Attacks Obama, Clinton

US Republican presidential candidate
John McCain on Tuesday promised if
elected to craft a new policy toward Latin
America and the Caribbean, and attacked
his Democratic rivals, Barack Obama and
Hillary Clinton, for opposing a proposed
US free trade deal with Colombia. In a
speech in Miami, McCain said he would
"forge a new policy toward Latin America
and the Caribbean Basin, one founded on
peace and security, shared prosperity,
democracy and freedom, and mutual
respect." The Arizona senator said he
would work to prevent Venezuela and
Bolivia from "taking the same road to fail-
ure" as Cuba, and strengthen relations
with countries such as Brazil, Chile, and
Peru. "We will make clear to all countries
in the region that if they share our values
of freedom and openness, they can count

on us as a friend," McCain stated. "We will
not abandon our partners to demagogues,
drug lords, and despair, but expand the
benefits of security, trade and prosperity
to all." He accused Obama and Clinton of
undermining a key US ally in Latin
America by opposing the free trade pact
with Colombia, which he said would
boost trade with Florida, a key battle-
ground state in the November election.
"The strategic implications of rejecting
this agreement are profound," McCain
said. "It will undercut America's standing
with our allies in a critical region and
across the world, at a moment when
rebuilding these relationships has never
been more important. It will set back the
goal of deepening relations with our
neighbors to the south and enhancing the
stability, peace, and prosperity of our
Hemisphere." He also accused Obama of
shifting his position on Cuba, and
attacked his likely Democratic rival for
being willing to meet with Cuban
President Raul Castro [Editor's note: see
story below].
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Panama's Manuel Noriega Seeks 
to Block Extradition to France

Lawyers filed an appeal on Monday
to block former Panamanian strong-
man Manuel Noriega's extradition
to face money laundering charges in
France, Reuters reported. Noriega is
in a Florida prison, where he com-
pleted a 1992 sentence for drug traf-
ficking, racketeering, and conspiracy
in September, and now awaits the
appeal's completion. Noriega's attor-
neys say the French government
would not respect his 1992 "prisoner
of war" status and Geneva
Convention protections.

Brazil's Petrobras to Contract 40
Drilling Ships and Platforms

Brazilian national oil company
Petrobras said Tuesday it plans to
contract 40 drilling ships and plat-
forms to operate in deep and ultra-
deep waters by 2017, Reuters report-
ed. Petrobras said it will prioritize
Brazilian-built units. The company
is also preparing a tender to charter
24 exploration and production ves-
sels, and plans to charter another
122 vessels over the next six years.

Cuba to Build Plastic Homes 
to Remedy Housing Shortage

To help remedy a national housing
shortage, Cuba plans to build 14,000
plastic homes each year with the
help of Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez, Reuters reported on
Tuesday, citing state news agency
Prensa Latina. Last December,
Chavez pledged $1.3 billion to build
a petrochemical complex to make
the so-called "petrohouses," which
measure 753 square feet each. The
facility will be built at the
Cienfuegos refinery. Cuba is said to
need about half a million homes to
provide sufficient housing for its
people, according to Reuters.

McCain Promises More Active Cuba Policy; Blasts Obama
US Republican presidential candidate John McCain on Tuesday promised if elected to
pursue a more active US policy toward Cuba, and attacked his likely Democratic rival
in the campaign, Barack Obama for shifting his position on Cuba and for being will-
ing to meet with Cuban President Raul Castro.

In a speech in Miami on the 100th anniversary of Cuba's independence, McCain said
he would not "passively await the day when the Cuban people enjoy the blessings of
freedom and democracy." The Arizona senator said he would provide more assistance
to human rights activisits on the island, expand US government broadcasts to Cuba,
and prosecute Cuban officials "implicated in the murder of Americans, drug traffick-
ing, and other crimes."

McCain said Obama has changed his position on Cuba, stating the Illinois senator at
one time favored a normalization of relations with the country, but now only supports
easing the US embargo against Cuba.

"[Obama] also wants to sit down unconditionally for a presidential meeting with Raul
Castro," McCain stated. "These steps would send the worst possible signal to Cuba's
dictators—there is no need to undertake fundamental reforms, they can simply wait
for a unilateral change in US policy."

McCain said he would only lift the embargo if Cuba unconditionally released all polit-
ical prisoners, legalized all political parties, and scheduled internationally monitored
elections.

"The embargo must stay in place until these basic elements of democratic society are
met," McCain stated.

http://www.johnmccain.com/Informing/News/Speeches/c6208dbe-e868-4917-b4e6-f56c363d20c7.htm
http://www.johnmccain.com/Informing/News/Speeches/c6208dbe-e868-4917-b4e6-f56c363d20c7.htm


Economic News

Brazil Could Nationalize Mineral
Deposits to Lower Farm Costs

To bring down farm production costs
amid high global energy and food costs,
Brazil may nationalize privately held min-
eral deposits used to make fertilizer, the
country's agriculture minister said
Tuesday, according to Reuters. "If it's nec-
essary, yes," Agriculture Minister Reinhold
Stephanes replied when asked if the gov-
ernment would repossess private mining
concessions. Fertilizer prices have doubled
in the last year in Brazil, whose farm sec-
tor makes up 15 percent of the economy
and is Latin America's largest. The govern-
ment is studying all of Brazil's mineral
deposits that would provide phosphate
and potassium for fertilizer, and will
decide whether to take them over or give
them to state-run companies or others in
the private sector in a bid to return prices
to previous levels, said Mato Grosso state
Governor Blairo Maggi, who has a stake in
the world's largest soybean producer,
Amaggi. Currently, Brazil imports 80 per-
cent of its potassium and 60 percent of its
phosphorous, and it is a major importer of
nitrogen, all of whose prices have skyrock-
eted with increased worldwide demand
for agricultural products. Domestic sup-
ply is also constrained by environmental
red tape that has deterred potassium
exploration in underground deposits in
the Amazon. "It's a very big deposit that
could supply nearly all of what Brazil
could use," Stephanes said. The govern-
ment and agricultural sector have also
complained that the fertilizer sector is
concentrated in a handful of companies,
including giant multinational firms like
Bunge Ltd. and Cargill.

Company News

Petroecuador Chief Steps Down a
Day After Co. Slashes Output Target

The president of Ecuador's national oil
company, Petroecuador, resigned Tuesday
after just six months in the post, Reuters
reported. The resignation of Fernando

Zurita, a rear admiral in Ecuador's Navy
who was appointed to the post in
November as part of a government effort
to overhaul the notoriously inefficient
company, came a day after Petroecuador
slashed its output target for this year from
180,000 barrels per day (bpd) to 172,00
bpd. "Under the circumstances ... I com-
municate my decision to resign from the
presidency of Petroecuador," Zurita was
quoted as saying during a press confer-
ence. Petroecuador and government offi-
cials did not say who will be Zurita's
replacement or if other navy officers hold-

ing key posts in the company would be
removed, according to Reuters. Ecuador
produces around 500,000 bpd, of which
private companies account for nearly half.
But several companies have curbed their
investments in the Andean nation due to a
windfall tax on revenues above a bench-
mark price set by the government. The
government of President Rafael Correa is
pushing foreign oil firms to drop deals
that allow them to keep part of the oil they
extract for service contracts so that the
government can keep all the crude that is
produced.
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alleged links with the FARC. What is
indisputable is that tensions have
increased. We are even further from
reconstructing a harmonious relation-
ship between Ecuador, Colombia, and
Venezuela. Interpol's report is one more
ingredient in this tense situation. We
must not lose sight of the fact that the
base of the problem is the Colombian
conflict's gradual internationalization,
and the contrasting visions of its nature
and solution. Only by addressing this
matter at its core will we arrive at the
essence of this thorny issue. The conse-
quences of this matter in border areas or
for the hostage issue are subjects that
have to be addressed head-on. Jose
Miguel Insulza has made an appeal to
common sense and good judgment that
interprets the region's mood well. The
OAS can fulfill an important role in
monitoring this situation, understanding
the positions of actors involved, and col-
lecting the information that they may
have. It has already been working in this
regard. The OAS' good work in Ecuador
and Colombia is necessary, and must and
can be reinforced. Interpol's report
should be considered, but the region's

action and reaction cannot be structured
around a police report; we are not look-
ing at a police issue but at a political one.
I believe the OAS' action could be com-
plemented by a sort of 'group of friendly
countries,' in which Brazil would have to
play a protagonist's role. This group
could go beyond the OAS' action and

take a more purposeful and negotiating
role because it can have the flexibility not
to be stuck with consensus limits that
constrain the OAS. It could and should
be proposing concrete steps, agreements,
and verification mechanisms that can be
analyzed and adopted bilaterally by
Ecuador and Colombia, thus accelerat-
ing the search for solutions on which the
OAS is working."

Continued on page 4

Featured Q&A
Continued from page 1

Editor's Note: Please disregard the Event Notice that ran in
yesterday's Advisor for a luncheon scheduled today on the
2009 Summit of the Americas. We regret that this is a closed
session that was announced in error. We are sorry for any
inconvenience.

“ ... The region's action and

reaction cannot be structured

around a police report ...”
— Diego García-Sayán



AGuest Comment: Michael
Shifter: "Interpol's finding was
not surprising. Every serious
analyst of the FARC, even

those not sympathetic to the Uribe gov-
ernment, is convinced that the computer
files are authentic. If substantiated, the
information would be extremely serious
and worrying. The problem is that much
of the information is ambiguous, open
to different interpretations, and does not
constitute incontrovertible evidence. It
would be a mistake either to dismiss the
concern as absurd or fabricated or, alter-
natively, reach definitive conclusions and
use the files to adopt new policies.
Though it is important to establish a
legal foundation for the case, political
considerations should determine how
this matter is handled. There is a great
deal at stake for regional peace and sta-
bility. For both Colombia and the US, it
may be tempting to try and look tough
and be confrontational in this situation,
but that could prove counterproductive.
The challenge is to deal with the infor-
mation in a responsible, discreet fashion
and to consult with such governments as
Brazil, Mexico, and Chile about how best
to respond. It is unrealistic to expect the
OAS to play a vigorous role on this issue
without the support of the Permanent
Council. In view of the amount of infor-
mation contained in the files, the slow-
ness of the legal and bureaucratic
machineries, and the political sensitivity
involved, the hemispheric community is
unlikely to take any immediate action
and will rather take ample time before it
decides what to do."

AGuest Comment: Jennifer
McCoy: "The Interpol report
concluded three things about
the captured laptops, CDs, and

memory sticks: that the materials were
not handled according to international
standards during the first two days of
Colombian government possession; that
they were handled properly during sub-
sequent days, when copies were made
and accessed rather than the original
files directly accessed; and that no evi-
dence of manipulation of the files after

they were captured was found. The
report also said that Interpol would
make no evaluation of the veracity of the
content of the files, the origin of the files,
or interpretations of the files that various
governments might make. The
Hemisphere should react cautiously to
this report. It basically asserts that the
Colombian government did not intro-
duce the files, but it cannot prove that
Raul Reyes actually wrote the files, and
much less whether the statements in the
files are true. The latter will require cor-
roboration from other sources—that is,
a full investigation that may not be phys-
ically or politically feasible. News
reporters and governments alike should
take extreme care when reporting on the
content of the files. So far, we've seen two
extremes—Colombian media reporting
on early leaked documents with head-
lines that give their own interpretation to
phrases and code words that could have
alternative meanings, and Chavez dis-
missing the Interpol report as clownish.
We should take the report for what it
is—a corroboration that Colombia did
not invent the files, but not yet proof that
any other government aided and abetted
the FARC. If indeed Raul Reyes wrote the
documents, there could be multiple
interpretations of their meaning, and
multiple motivations for him to have
written what he did."

John Maisto is a member of the Advisor
board, Director of the US Education
Finance Group, and former US
Permanent Representative to the OAS.

Diego García-Sayán is a Judge on the
Inter-American Court of Human Rights,
Director General of the Andean
Commission of Jurists, and a former
Peruvian Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Michael Shifter is Vice President for
Policy at the Inter-American Dialogue.

Jennifer McCoy is a Professor of Political
Science at Georgia State University and
Director of the Americas Program at The
Carter Center in Atlanta.
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