
QToday marks the fifth anniversary
of the September 11, 2001 terror-
ist attacks in the United States.
What progress has been made in

Latin America in the past five years in the
war on terrorism? Is the region a reliable
partner of the US in the war on terrorism?
Has US policy toward Latin America
helped make the US safer from terrorist
attacks?

AGuest Comment: Russell
Crandall: "Counterterrorism and
security initiatives have been a
critical but mostly overlooked

segment of the US government's overall
strategic policy in the Western Hemisphere.
While most of the media and Beltway
attention has been on Washington's rela-
tionship and policies toward Cuba,
Venezuela, and Colombia, there has been
quiet but important bilateral and multilat-
eral progress on areas critical to effective
efforts to stem Jihadist-inspired or directed
terrorism in the region. For a host of rea-
sons, the Western Hemisphere is not a like-
ly incubator of anti-American terror, but
can be a facilitator of this terror, whether
through terrorist financing or logistical
and operational planning. Recent security
cooperation with the key Latin American
countries, such as Brazil, Argentina, and
Mexico, is relatively strong. At times,
though, these governments are somewhat
reluctant to fully admit the degree of coop-
eration with Washington given the domes-
tic political repercussions of being viewed

as too close to the Bush administration
and/or United States government. Yet,
while inter-American cooperation is
encouraging in the post 9/11 era, the
United States has pursued policies that
have made these relationships and develop-
ments more complicated and controversial
than they otherwise needed to be. The oft-
cited case of the International Criminal
Court (ICC) waiver agreements is one of
several examples."

AGuest Comment: Rut Diamint: "Is
Latin America a reliable partner
in the fight against international
terrorism? If we take into account

adhesion to formal mechanisms, the region
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Colombian President Alvaro Uribe on
Sunday said there was no proof two mil-
itary soldiers were involved in a car
bombing. See related brief on page 2.
Photo: Casa de Narino.



Economic News

WTO Chief: Nations Want 
Doha Round to Resume

Both developed and developing countries
want world trade talks to continue despite
their collapse in July, World Trade
Organization Director General Pascal

Lamy said Sunday at a
meeting with trade
ministers from key
countries, according to
Reuters. Lamy said the
collapse of the Doha
round of trade talks in
July was a "serious acci-
dent," but that after

meeting over the weekend in Rio de
Janeiro with trade ministers from the G-
20 group of developing nations, the

United States, Japan and the European
Union it was clear all countries wanted the
negotiations continue. "All members of
the WTO have answered that question,
including here, by saying yes, we want the
negotiations to continue, that's what I
hear," Lamy stated. However, he noted that
no formal date had been set for a resump-
tion of the talks. Lamy said the framework
for an agreement must be reached by
March 2007, before the expiration in July
of Trade Promotion Authority in the
United States, which enables President
Bush to submit trade pacts to Congress for
a simple up-or-down vote without possi-
bility of amendment. US Trade
Representative Susan Schwab  on Sunday
cautioned against expectations for a fast
deal. "Only when we have all the pieces
aligned are we in a position to see if these
expressions of political will translate into
substantial concessions," she was quoted

as saying by Reuters. [Editor's note: see
related Q&A in the August 1, 2006 issue of
the Advisor.]

Political News

Lopez Obrador Tells Supporters 
to "Make Way" for Military Parade

Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, who
claims he was robbed of victory in
Mexico's July 2 presidential election, on
Sunday told his supporters occupying
Mexico City's main square that they
should allow a independence day military
parade to take place in the square this
Saturday, local daily El Universal reported.
Lopez Obrador said protesters would hold
a celebration in the early morning on
Saturday, and then "make way" for the
military parade in the main square, known
as the Zocalo, before returning in the mid
to late afternoon to occupy the square for
a "National Democratic Convention" to
decide on whether to establish an alterna-
tive government. "We are going to allow
the Mexican army to have a military
parade, as scheduled by the secretariat of
defense. We have said that we are respect-
ful of that institution, which is fundamen-
tal to the defense of national sovereignty,"
he said. Lopez Obrador has vowed to con-
tinue with his "civil resistance movement"
despite a ruling by Mexico's top electoral
court last week formally declaring Felipe
Calderon the winner of the July 2 contest
and rejecting Lopez Obrador's claims of
fraud and demand for a vote-by-vote
recount. The ruling by the Federal
Electoral Court cannot be appealed, and
Calderon will assume office on December
1. The conservative Calderon defeated the
left-leaning Lopez Obrador by just 0.58
percentage points, or about 234,000 votes,
according to the final election tally. Lopez
Obrador said Sunday the National
Democratic Convention will decide
whether to reject the current government
of "corruption and privilege" and create a
protest government. He has promised a
"peaceful" resistance movement, and his
announcement that he would allow the
military parade to go ahead was welcome
news to those who feared possible street
clashes this Saturday.
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Uruguayan Economy Grew 
8.4 Percent in First Half

Uruguay's economy expanded 8.4
percent in the first half of this year
compared to the same period last
year, the Central Bank said Friday.
"Sustained demand abroad for agro-
industrial products and other indus-
trial products, growing domestic
demand, and the good performance
of agricultural supply, are the main
factors explaining GDP dynamism
observed in the first six months of
the year," the Bank said.

Uribe Says No Evidence 
Linking Bombings to Military

Colombian President Alvaro Uribe
said Sunday that there was no evi-
dence linking two members of
Colombia's military to a car bomb-
ing just days before Uribe's August 7
inauguration and to a series of
staged bomb discoveries, and criti-
cized the media for publicizing the
investigation of the case based on
faulty or leaked information.
"Military participation in the attacks
is still unproven," Uribe said. He
said journalists' pressure for infor-
mation was hurting the investiga-
tion and revealed a preference for
"news spectacles over the conclusive
clarity of the investigation."

British American Tobacco 
Moves Production to Mexico

Cigarette maker British American
Tobacco (BAT) said Friday it had
moved production for its Canadian
market to Mexico in order to lower
costs, Reuters reported. BAT said its
new $90 million plant in the north-
ern Mexican city of Monterrey will
produce 18 billion cigarettes a year
for sale in Canada, where the com-
pany has seen sales falling amid bans
on smoking in indoor places in
Quebec and Ontario, the country's
most heavily populated provinces.

Lamy said the collapse of the Doha

round of trade talks in July 

was a "serious accident" but that 

it was clear countries want the 

negotiations to continue.

Lamy
WTO file photo.



Bolivian Opposition Holds One-
Day Strike; 10 Injured in Clashes

At least 10 people were injured in Bolivia
Friday in clashes between opposition pro-
testers and supporters of President Evo
Morales, Reuters reported, citing local
media. The clashes came during a one-day
general strike staged by the opposition in
four of Bolivia's nine provinces to protest
Morales' efforts to reform the country's
Constitution. Businesses and schools were
closed in Santa Cruz, Bolivia's wealthiest
city and a stronghold of the opposition,
while protesters blocked roads into the
city. Some protesters attacked the local
offices of the state television channel with
Molotov cocktails, according to leaders.
Earlier in the week, opposition delegates
abandoned a national assembly elected to
rewrite the Constitution, complaining
that Morales is manipulating the process
to steer reforms in line with his own goals.
With the opposition delegates gone,
Morales' allies, who hold 56 percent of the
Assembly's 255 seats, approved a simple
majority voting system. The opposition,
which wants a two-thirds majority voting
system, said Morales' MAS party dealt " a
blow to democracy," according to Reuters.

Chilean Supreme Court to 
Strip Pinochet of Immunity

Chile's Supreme Court will rule this week
in favor of stripping ex-dictator Augusto
Pinochet of his immunity from prosecu-
tion so that he can face charges related to
the disappearance of 36 people and the
torture of 23 others at the infamous Villa
Grimaldi prison in the mid-1970s, local
daily El Mercurio reported on Saturday.
The Court will take up the case after
Pinochet's defense team appeals a January
ruling by a Santiago court to lift his
immunity, according to El Mercurio. The
90-year-old Pinochet, who ruled Chile
from 1973 until 1990, has been stripped of
his protection against prosecution in the
past, but so far has escaped trial on the
grounds that he suffers from mild demen-
tia. Thousands of opponents of the
Pinochet regime, including current
President Michelle Bachelet, were tortured
at the Villa Grimaldi prison between 1974
and 1977, according to Reuters.
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Brasilia, Brazil—–Always look ahead to the next election, especially
if you believe that you will win the current one—a general rule that
rings clear in 2006 for Brazilian politicians.

The polls show that President Lula (PT) should be elected in the first round with some
55 percent of the valid vote and that Minas Gerais Governor Aecio Neves (PSDB)
should also be re-elected in the first round by some 70 percent of the valid vote (an all-
time record for recent gubernatorial elections). Both are looking at 2010.

Lula has no adequate candidate for president in 2010 within the PT. He was the only
viable PT presidential candidate since the party was founded in 1985, and since 2003
the PT has not groomed a successor.

After completing a successful second term as governor of Minas Gerais, Aecio Neves
should become a strong, natural candidate for president in 2010. However, his PSDB is
dominated by paulistas who would never agree to a candidate not from Sao Paulo.

Thus, in the 2007-2010 period Brazil will have a president in search of a candidate and
a governor in search of a viable party to launch his candidacy. Common interests might
produce a common strategy—or gentlemen's agreement, between these two political
leaders.

Reportedly, Lula and Neves are discussing cooperation vis-a-vis 2010. Unless Lula can
organize a second, large political support group within his 2007-2010 governing coali-
tion to counterbalance the PMDB, he would become hostage to Brazil's largest party in
his second term. Possibly, Neves could organize such a political support group in 2007
in preparation for the 2008 municipal elections. In return, Lula would support Neves
in the 2010 presidential election.

Ciro Gomes (PSB) should return to Brasilia in 2010 as a very well voted federal deputy,
and having helped his brother, Cid, be elected governor of Ceara state. Gomes might
occupy a key cabinet position in the new Lula government and become a possible run-
ning mate for Neves in 2010—a north-south dream team regional ticket. This would
be a replay of the PMDB ticket in 1984-1985: Aecio Neves' grandfather, Tancredo Neves
(Minas Gerais), and Jose Sarney (Maranhao).

The elections for senator are real horse races. In seven states, the race is considered a
technical tie, and the final party composition in the Senate for 2007 is not clear. Which
party will have the largest delegation—the PMDB, PFL or PSDB? Traditionally, this is
the prerogative for electing the new Senate president. In the Chamber, most analysts
agree that the PMDB will elect the largest delegation.

However, it is possible that the group led by Governor Aecio Neves might coalesce with
the PT to form a party bloc in the Senate in order to elect the new presiding officer. In
this case, the new president of the upper house might possibly be Senator Tasso
Jereissati (PSDB-Ceara).

David Fleischer is emeritus professor at the University of Brasilia, director of the School of
Social and Political Science at Federal District University Center (UniDF), and editor of
the weekly newsletter Brazil Focus.

Countdown to Brazil's Election

Lula and Aecio Neves Eyeing 2010 Election

David Fleischer's Bi-Weekly Comment on Brazilian 
Politics Ahead of the Country's October 1 Elections



is a credible partner. There are 20 Latin
American nations that have ratified the
2002 Inter-American Convention
Against Terrorism, and all have approved
United Nations resolutions 1373 (2001),
1535 (2004), and 1624 (2005) on fight-
ing terrorism. Latin American countries'
limited tradition of democratically
debating security questions is favored as
much by the need to take agreements to
legislatures for ratification as by soci-
eties' fears due to attacks in different
cities of the world. If we agree that the
new kind of terrorism erases borders
between state and non-state actors, tak-
ing the concept of security outside of the
state through transnational networks in
a space where there are no standards for
controlling violence, then Latin America
has recognizable deficits. The institu-
tional vacuums open gaps through
which these networks move with ease.
Poorly trained police with low salaries
do not provide security. Inefficient cus-
toms agencies without data analysis
equipment are, like immigration servic-
es, little prepared to anticipate the move-
ments of dangerous persons or materi-
als. Politically enclosed judicial systems,
discredited by the population and with-
out up-to-date official policies, have few
resources to anticipate illegal acts linked
to terrorism. US policy should be aimed
at improving intelligence agencies, pro-
viding satellite controls, improving the
handling of data for registering people,
training to verify financial transfers,
monitoring exports of sensitive materi-
als—in summary, providing the authori-
ties that have to enforce the law with
greater capacity. The armed forces are
definitely not a resource with which this
evil can be fought."

AGuest Comment: Rubens
Barbosa: "The main concern
of governments in Latin
America is not terrorism; it is

poverty and inequality. As a transnation-
al problem, terrorism is an issue, but it is
not on the top of the agenda as it is in the
case of the US. There is no evidence of
terrorist activities in the region. The US
government is receiving all possible sup-
port in political terms and in practice. As
far as Brazil is concerned, all internation-
al treaties to fight terrorism have been
signed. There is full cooperation with
Washington as far as the Triple Border
region is concerned. Other countries are
doing the same thing. In this sense, I
think that the region is a reliable partner
of the US in the war on terrorism. US
policy toward Latin America is not help-
ing to make the US safer from future ter-
rorist attacks since it gives no priority to
fighting poverty in the poorer countries
of the region, which are potential cradles
of violence."

Russell Crandall is an Associate Professor
of Political Science at Davidson College
and was Director for Western Hemisphere
Initiatives at the US National Security
Council.

Rut Diamint is a Professor of
International Relations at Universidad
Torcuato Di Tella in Argentina 

Rubens Barbosa is a Senior Director at
Stonebridge International and a former
Brazilian Ambassador to the United
States.
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From the Archives ...

Click on the link below to see the September 12, 2001 issue of the
Latin America Advisor, and the Advisor's coverage of the
September 11 terrorist attacks in the US and their impact in
Latin America at the time.

www.thedialogue.org/advisor/LAA010912.pdf


